
 

 
 

County of Erie 
CHRIS COLLINS 

COUNTY EXECUTIVE 
 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
 

ANTHONY J. BILLITTIER IV, M.D., FACEP 
COMMISSIONER OF HEALTH 
 
 

HEALTH ADVISORY #263-First Responders        UPDATED – November 9, 2009 

HEALTH ADVISORY:  NOVEL INFLUENZA A H1N1 (SWINE FLU) VIRUS UPDATE 

 

Please distribute immediately to First Responders and Public Safety 

 Answering Point (PSAP) Staff. 

 
The Erie County Department of Health continues to remain actively engaged in planning for and 
response to continued H1N1 Influenza activity.  As H1N1 information continuously changes, we will 
provide up to date guidance for the public at large, as well as for healthcare providers including 
prehospital care providers on our web site at http://www.erie.gov/health/h1n1.asp. 
 
In addition to information on our web site, attached is a document issued by the NYS Department of 
Health that addresses respiratory protection.   Please note that in previous guidance, a procedure mask 
was deemed adequate for patient contact in circumstances that did not involve aerosolizing procedures.   
However, the CDC guidance recommends the use of N95 respirators to protect health care workers 
against transmission of the 2009 H1N1 influenza. 
 
Please review the attached information and address this topic with your responders.    
 
We are aware that some of you may experience problems obtaining N95 respirators.   There are 
programs in place to assist healthcare providers to obtain supplies in the time of a crisis.  In a 
documented case of being unable to provide the necessary supplies and PPE a request can be made to 
the Division of Emergency Medical Services to obtain items from the Strategic National Stockpile 
(SNS) or other supply caches.   
 
Finally, the H1N1 vaccine has begun arriving in the area in limited supply.  Individuals who routinely 
respond to emergency medical calls and provide direct patient care are included in one of the 
vaccination target groups.  These individuals should consider receiving the H1N1 vaccine. 
 



 
 
 
 
For those in the target groups who wish to receive the vaccine, we urge you to make arrangements for 
vaccination through your primary healthcare provider when vaccine becomes available.  Alternatively, 
agencies may choose to arrange for the administration of vaccine through your occupational medicine 
provider.  Health care providers who agree to receive and administer H1N1 vaccine must pre-register 
with the NYS Department of Health at https://hcsteamwork1.health.state.ny.us/pub as soon as possible.  
Please share this information with them. 
 
If you have any additional questions, please contact the Erie County E.M.S. Office at 681-6070. 
 
 

Health Category Definitions: 

Health Alert FLASH: conveys the highest level of importance due to a large-scale, catastrophic public health emergency; 
warrants immediate action or attention 
Health Alert Priority:  conveys the highest level of importance; warrants immediate action or attention to a health 
problem or situation  
Health Advisory:  provides important information for a specific incident or situation; may not require immediate action 
Health Update:  provides updated information regarding an incident or situation; no immediate action necessary 
 
 

https://hcsteamwork1.health.state.ny.us/pub


 

      November 5, 2009 
 
Dear Colleague: 
 
        On October 14, 2009, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued revised 
guidance on infection control measures for health care settings.  The guidance titled, “Interim 
Guidance on Infection Control Measures for 2009 H1N1 Influenza in Healthcare Settings, 
Including Protection of Healthcare Personnel” can be found at:  
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/guidelines_infection_control.htm.     The New York State Department 
of Health (NYSDOH) and the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (NYC 
DOHMH) appreciate the approach taken by the CDC, recognizing the importance of multiple 
interventions, using a hierarchy of controls that includes basic infection control measures, such 
as respiratory and hand hygiene, rapid identification and isolation of ill patients, excluding sick 
employees and visitors, and emphasizing that vaccination of health care workers is the most 
effective prevention measure.   
 
        CDC recommends the use of N95 respirators to protect health care workers against 
transmission of the 2009 H1N1 influenza.  CDC has established a legally-enforceable standard of 
care with which health care facilities must comply.  The Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) is planning to enforce these CDC recommendations under the General 
Duty Clause and General Industry Respiratory Protection Standard.  The NYSDOH and NYC 
DOHMH recommend that health care facilities and organizations follow the CDC guidelines, 
including demonstrating a good faith effort to provide N95 respirators for health care workers 
caring for patients with suspected or confirmed 2009 H1N1 infection.  
 
        At the same time, NYSDOH and NYC DOHMH recognize that N95 supply shortages are 
already being reported in New York State and could worsen during the influenza season as 
health care facilities expand their use of N95s.  The CDC guidance acknowledges the potential 
problem of limited supplies and allows facilities to prioritize N95s to the highest risk situations.  
The recommendations below are intended to help health care providers comply with CDC 
guidance while ensuring, to the extent possible, that N95 respirators are available to protect 
workers in situations of highest risk and that all health care workers are provided with effective 
personal protective equipment while caring for patients with suspected H1N1 infection. 
 
        It is important to keep the following points in mind while implementing the CDC 
guidelines: 
 

1. These interim guidelines apply only to patients with suspected or confirmed 2009 H1N1 
influenza during the 2009-2010 season. 

 
2. There is a hierarchy of critical control measures of which use of personal respiratory 

equipment is merely one component.  Health care settings and providers need to 
implement all components to the extent possible. 

 



3. CDC recommends the use of fit-tested N95 respirators for all contact with patients with 
suspected or confirmed 2009 H1N1 influenza, but clearly acknowledges that there are 
insufficient supplies to meet this need. If supplies are insufficient, health care facilities 
may operate in “prioritized use mode” throughout the 2009-2010 influenza season.  The 
following are suggested items for consideration when in prioritized use mode:  

 
a. NYSDOH and NYC DOHMH agree that the health care workers at highest risk 

are those performing aerosol-generating procedures (including bronchoscopy, 
sputum induction, endotracheal intubation and extubation, open suctioning of 
airways and cardiopulmonary resuscitation) on patients with suspected or 
confirmed 2009 H1N1 influenza, or when providing care to patients with other 
infections that are known to be transmitted via the airborne route (e.g., 
Mycobacterium tuberculosis). 

b. Each facility needs to assess its current supply of respirators, project future need 
(through at least May 2010, when the current influenza season is expected to end), 
seek additional supplies if warranted, document in writing their good faith efforts 
to obtain additional supplies and determine how to maximize the use of available 
respirators. Supplies of respirators for the high- risk use scenarios outlined above 
should be stockpiled in advance to assure that they are sufficient if additional 
supplies cannot be obtained for the rest of this influenza season. 

c. If a facility recognizes that it will not have sufficient supplies of N95 respirators 
during this influenza season to fully comply with the CDC guidelines, a policy 
should be developed for how the facility will approach prioritization of available 
supplies, considering the various options that the CDC provides in its revised 
guidance, including a prioritized usage scheme (See Table 2 in the CDC 
guidance) or allowing re-use or extended use of disposable N95 respirators as 
described by the CDC. The NYSDOH and NYC DOHMH strongly recommend 
that facilities adopt their prioritization policies early, in order to assure sufficient 
supplies for high-risk use throughout the influenza season. 

d. Out of an abundance of caution, the NYSDOH has previously recommended 
nebulizer treatments be considered aerosol-generating procedures.  To be 
consistent with the CDC guidance, the NYSDOH no longer considers nebulizer 
treatments to be an aerosol-generating procedure.  

 
        Thank you for your attention to this critically important matter.  If you have any questions 
regarding the contents of this letter or the guidance contained therein please contact the 
NYSDOH at icp@health.state.ny.us.  
   
 Sincerely,  
 

  
  
 Richard F. Daines, M.D. 
 Commissioner of Health 
  
 
Cc: County Health Department Commissioners and Public Health Directors  
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